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1_1 . (C)  On  the  sidelines  of  the  January  4 briefing  for  the 

diplomatic  corps  on  the  December  31  bomb  attacks  in  Bangkok 
(septel),  the  Ambassador  separately  pressed  both  Royal  Thai 
Army  (RTA)  Assistant  CINC  Anupong  Paojinda  and  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  Permanent  Secretary  Krit  Garn jarna-Goonchorn 
on  the  issues  of  martial  law  and  the  democracy  timetable. 

The  Ambassador  told  GEN  Anupong — who  is  also  a member  of  the 
Council  on  National  Security  (CNS) — that  the  continued 
failure  to  lift  martial  law  remained  a serious  problem  in  the 
eyes  of  the  international  community  and  that  foreign 
governments  were  concerned  that  the  recent  bomb  attacks  in 
Bangkok  could  derail  the  government's  promise  for  a swift 
return  to  democracy  via  free  and  fair  elections.  Anupong, 
who  in  the  briefing  had  explained  that  martial  law  would 
still  be  lifted  in  Bangkok,  repeated  this  point,  saying  that 
"there  is  no  going  back." 

VI.  (C)  In  a separate  private  meeting  with  Permsec  Krit,  the 
Ambassador  again  expressed  concern  over  martial  law.  Krit 
did  not  offer  a substantive  response.  The  Ambassador  asked 
for  confirmation  that  martial  law  remained  in  effect  in 
Bangkok.  After  Krit  responded  in  the  positive,  the 
Ambassador  explained  that  Foreign  Minister  Nitya,  as  recently 
as  the  day  before  (ref tel)  had  suggested  that  martial  law  had 
been  lifted  in  Bangkok  already.  The  Ambassador  advised  Krit 
to  ensure  that  his  Foreign  Minister  was  up  to  date  on  the 
status  of  martial  law,  so  as  to  avoid  giving  mixed  messages. 
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